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NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY:  SELECTED HISTORICAL 

HIGHLIGHTS

Å Understanding physical terrain has been important component 

of U.S. civilian and military history and policymaking since 

Colonial Era.

Å Aug. 1, 1818-Topographic Bureau established within Army 

Engineer Dept.

Å July 5, 1838-Congress establishes Corps of Topographical 

Engineers with responsibility for civil engineering works.  

Military engineering handled by Army Corps of Engineers.

Å 1847 Navyõs Matthew Maury publishes Wind and Current Chart of 
the North Atlantic

Å June 21, 1866-Navyõs Hydrographic Office assumes responsibility 

for publishing maps, charts, and nautical books for safe 

navigation.

Å 1910 Army Engineer School establishes map printing plant at what 

is now Fort McNair, DC

Å March 31, 1913-Army aviators make first aerial map from an 

aircraft in flight across Texas

Å 1918 Army Corps of Engineers establishes School of Surveying, 

Map Production, & Ranging at what is now Fort Belvoir, VA.

Å 1941 Army Air Force and Navy, in concert with British, shift use of 

aerial photography from mapping and strategic planning to 

photographic analysis



NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY:  SELECTED HISTORICAL 

HIGHLIGHTS

Å May 1942-Army Map Service created. Produces 500 million 

topographic maps during World War 2.

Å June 1943-Army Air Force aeronautical chart plant begins 

operating in St. Louis.

Å August 1952-CIA establishes Photo Interpretation Unit

Å January 1, 1972-Defense Mapping Agency (DMA) consolidates 

multiple mapping agencies.  Assumes responsibilities for 

producing and distributing maps, charts, and geodetic products 

and services to combat services, federal agencies, Merchant 

Marine, and mariners.

Å Nov. 1974-Defense Dissemination Program Office (DDPO) 

established within Air Force to provide electronic dissemination 

of national digital imagery.  Gives functional and geographic 

commanders almost instantaneous access to high quality 

overhead imagery facilitating rapid targeting and assessment of 

strategic threats.

Å 1975-More than 300 million topographic maps and charts 

produced during Vietnam War.

Å 1983-Following Soviet shoot-down of KAL 007, President Reagan 

announces U.S. will make GPS available for international civilian 

use once development is completed.



NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY:  SELECTED HISTORICAL 

HIGHLIGHTS

Å 1987 DMA Headquarters moved from Naval Observatory to 

Merrifield, VA. Provides 1st liaison officer to Strategic Air 

Command in Omaha.

Å 1992 Earth Science Research Institute (ESRI) develops ArcView 

and ArcDatato promote commercial off-the-shelf and high 

quality data sets to facilitate GIS applications.

Å Oct. 1, 1996-National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA) 

established-integrates mapping, charting, imagery, and 

geospatial information to military and government.

Å Nov. 24, 2003-NIMA becomes NGA reflecting changing role of 

technology and uses.

Å Dec. 25, 2004-Notice to Mariners, published since 1869, 

becomes fully digital.

Å Oct. 8, 2005-NGA provides Pakistan with maps, imagery, and 

charts to assist earthquake disaster relief.

Å May 1, 2011-NGA cooperates with intelligence and military 

agencies in mission to kill Osama Bin Laden.



NGA MISSION & VISION

Å Providing products and services decision-makers, warfighters, and first 

responders need.

Å Exploiting and analyzing imagery and geospatial information to describe, 

assess, and visually depict physical features and geographically 

referenced activities on Earth to achieve mission success.

Å Welcoming and embracing emerging information resources and 

leveraging exquisite and specialized classified sources.

Å Investing in personnel to develop their skills and perspectives and 

enhance tradecraft.

Å Statutory authorities: 50 USC 3045 and 10 USC 441-467.

Å Headquartered in Springfield, VA with other locations in St. Louis and 

Arnold, MO.

Å 14,500 civilian military and contractor employees with 2/3 at 

Springfield. Budget is classified.

Å Collects foreign intelligence consistent with Executive Order 12333. 

Provides intelligence support for domestic disaster relief and special 

security events.

Å NGA ensures safety of navigation in the air and on the seas by 

maintaining the most current information and highest quality services 

for U.S. military forces and global transport networks.

Å NGA defends the nation against cyber threats by supporting other 

intelligence agencies with in-depth analysis of cyber networks.



NGA LEADERSHIP



SELECTED HISTORIC MAPS-COURTESY:  U. IOWA LIBRARY












